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Preface

Joseph Bologne, Chevalier de Saint-Georges has long been missing from the history books,
despite his importance as a French composer, violinist and conductor during the time of Mozart
and Haydn. It is thanks to the early twenty-first-century interest in resurrecting the music of
neglected composers of the past -- particularly those neglected due to gender or race -- that his
work is becoming recognized and added to the repertoire.

He was born in 1745 in the French Caribbean archipelago of Guadeloupe to a white plantation
owner and one of his African slaves. His father, evidently seeing great potential in his son, took
him to Paris as a young child to provide him with a fine classical education, as well as training in
music and athletics; he eventually brought the boy's mother over to be with her son. By his early
twenties, Joseph was a virtuoso violinist, as well as one of the greatest swordsmen in Europe.

While still in his twenties in the early 1770's, he became concertmaster, concerto soloist, and
eventually music director of the Concert des Amateurs, which, under his direction, became one of
the finest orchestras in Paris. In the following decade, as director of Le Concert Olimpique, he
negotiated a commission for and conducted the premieres of Haydn's six Paris Symphonies. As a
composer his output included more than a dozen violin concertos, as well as operas, symphonies,
symphonies concertantes, string quartets and other chamber music.

Despite social obstacles that he would encounter as a black man and an "illegitimate" child,
Joseph Bologne became something of a celebrity and was well known in Parisian society, as well
as at court, where he is even said to have played violin-piano duets with the queen Marie
Antoinette.

The present Violin Concerto, Op. 3, No. 1 was almost certainly written by Saint-Georges for
himself to play. Like his other concertos, it goes frequently into the highest register of the violin
and demands other virtuoso techniques that he clearly enjoyed displaying. At the same time, it has
beautiful lyrical passages, as well as a graceful minuet en rondeau in the finale.

No manuscript of the score or parts has survived. We have only the printed solo and
orchestral parts published in 1773 by Antoine Bailleux. The present edition is based on a copy of
that publication held at the Bibliothéque Nationale in Paris. That early publication, however, has a
great many careless inconsistencies between the different instrumental parts, as well as numerous
errors. As much as possible, the intentions of the composer concerning slurs, articulations, as well
as (on occasion) notes, have been reconstructed here by looking at parallel passages and by
comparing the various instrumental parts with each other. The cadenzas and the extended
ornamentation at fermatas here are mine and are printed in smaller type.

This edition was made for a performance by Boston Baroque and reflects those efforts to
correct the inconsistencies and errors in the early printing of Bailleux. However, it is not cluttered
by extensive brackets and other markings that would be needed to show what had to be clarified
and adapted from the original. For anyone interested in seeing that, the following link will display
a score with dotted slurs where slurs were missing and brackets around dynamics and other
elements that were missing or misplaced in the Bailleux publication:
https://baroque.boston/s/Editing-copy-of-Bologne-Concerto-Op-3-No-1.pdf

--Martin Pearlman, 2021


https://baroque.boston/s/Editing-copy-of-Bologne-Concerto-Op-3-No-1.pdf
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